








11.4 Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha Temple

It was a long walk to Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha temple, the sun was blazing hot and there was a
lot of traffic on the street damping our efforts to move swiftly. It was arati time and the temple was
crowded, but even from far we were able to catch the merciful glance of the Lord and take darsana
of His exquisitely decorated face. We saw the nice backdrop of Rasa-lila, depicting Gopindtha as
the Lord of the gopis. Maharaja glorified the Deities by singing “madhu panditer prana-dhana he
— jaya radha-gopinatha radha-gopinatha radhe.” It was like a spontaneous kirtana that hardly
lasted for a minute but left a vivid impression in our hearts. Maharaja gave a short lecture for
about 5-10 minutes.
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Sri Srt Radha-Gopinatha temple

Srila Romapada Swami Maharaja said, “Radha Gopinatha, along with Radha Madana-
mohana and Radha Govindaji are the presiding deities of three sections of
transcendental knowledge. Radha-Gopinatha are the Deities that preside over the
prayojana jiiana, the knowledge of the Vedas that deals with achieving the ultimate
perfection of one’s relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead (or Prema-
prayojana). The Pranama-mantra for Gopinatha that we chant is as follows:

$riman rasa-rasarambhi vamsi-vata-tata-sthitah
karsan venu-svanair gopir gopinathah sriye ’stu nah

It means that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is an ocean of rasa and is the Lord
of the gopis. Gopinatha is also one of the original Deities established by Vajranabha.
The Deity was hidden for a long time. He was later found near the Vamsivata tree and
was worshipped by Madhu Pandita for a long time. On the right of Gopinatha was a
very short Radha (choti Radha). When mother Jahnava was visiting Vrndavana,
Gopinatha appeared in her dream and told her, “The little Radha on My side is too
short for Me. You should make an arrangement for a Radha Deity Who is more
proportionate to My size.” Then the little Radha also appeared in her dream and said,
“Whatever My Lord wants, I also want”.

Taking darsana of the Deity does not mean externally looking at the Deity, but
deeply offering prayers to Them. Maharaja requested us, “While we are at the
temple of Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha, Who presides over prayojana jiiana, we can beg
for Their kindness and blessings so that we may advance further on the path of
our devotional service and realize its real fruit — the awakening of our

transcendental love for the Personality of Godhead.”
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We also prayed to Sri Sri Radha-Gopinatha that the fruit of this yatra be bestowed not only wpon
us but also those who were not able to make it. In the association of many dedicated devotees, we
recommitled our desire to become humble instruments in distributing the fruits of the trees of
devotional service that Lord Caitanya and our spiritual master had been planting in our hearts.
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Sri Srt Radha-Gopinatha

The sheath of Madhu Pandim

Mahdardja had told us to take darsana of the sheath, made of tulast beads that Madhu Pandita
would wear to cover the upper portion of his body. It was preserved in a small shrine with a glass
window. Maharaja requested us to move swiftly to Sri Govindadevaji temple for the noon arati.
After attending the arati, we felt fortunate to honor the lunch prasadam of Govindadevaji. This
marked the end of our yatra.

In one corner of the heart, we felt saddened to leave the association of Srila Romapada Swami
Mahdardja, the dhama, the devotees, the Deilies, and particularly, the opportunity to imbibe the
Virndavana spirit (the unconditional and uninterrupted mood of service) to serve Guru and
Krsna. In the other corner of the heart, we were deeply considering the mood of Srila Prabhupada,
who had said, “Vrndavana is wherever a pure devotee lives. And devotees’ main business is to go
out of Vimdavana and preach.” Following in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada, our beloved
spiritual master has been living and traveling unconditionally and uninterruptedly in many
parts of the world to serve the mission of his beloved Guru Mahardja. He is giving us access to
Virndavana everywhere, beyond the limitations of space and time. That access to Vrndavana is in
the consciousness and that comes by hearing — with rapt attention — about the Absolute Truth
from realized souls. Though we visited several temples and took darsana of the Deities, we
experienced the real nectar when we heard from Srila Romapada Swami Maharaja, Srila Bhakti
Caitanya Swami Maharaja, and His Grace Dina Bandhw Prabhuji.

There were much empowerment, encouragement, hope and purification in the message we
heard. The choice of being in the association of Srila Romapada Swami Maharaja and hence
being present in Vindavana is always there. We cannot thank Srila Romapada Swami
Maharaja enough for making us aware of this choice and training us to gradually exercise it

ﬁt evm_g jqo_ment of our lives.
ot H!
" e .

~ 150 ~



