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nama oa viféwpadaya kafieprefichaya bHile
crémate bhaktivedarsadmin iti nAmine
namas te sarasvate deve gaviéépracariée
nirvicefagclinyavadpaccéatyadecatariée

We offer our respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhadinta
Swami Prabhupéada, who is very dear to Lord Kafiéa having taken shelter at His
lotus feet.

Our respectful obeisances are unto you, O spiritual master, servant of Sarasvaté
Gosvamé. You are kindly preaching the message of Lord Caitanyadeva and
delivering the Western countries, which are filled with impersonalism and
voidism.



We offer our respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace Créla Romapada
Swami,who is very dear to Lord Kafiéa having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

O unflinching servantof Créla Prabhupada, we offer our respectful obeisances
unto you. Your heart is imbued with deep humility, like a blade of grass. Like
Prahléda,your compassion pacifies the envious forces and convinces the gentle
to accept thepath of pure kaféabhakti. Thus, you are engaged incessantly in
nurturing the devotees and uncompromisingly teaching the message of Guru
and Gauraiga forthe welfare of the world.
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Introduction

(By Her Grace Virajita Mataiji)

Dear Devotees,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glorieddie Holiness Romapad&wamiMahardjaand His
Divine Grace Crélarabhupada

It is my great goodfortune that, although wholly unqualified, | have been invitetb say a few words

of introduction to the Mayapur Journal. TheMayapur Journal is a sublime effort by many devotees

working in concert before, during, and after thayapur Parikrama2008 conducted by His Holiness
RomapadaSwamiMaharéja to share the ne@r of experience from theéParikramafor the benefit of

devotees in general. While the journal is intended to bring alive the experiences ofRthekraméafor

those who were not physically present there, those of us who had the good fortune to participate

the Parikramac an al so relive the speci al Marygheuglitseamee t hr o
to mind as to the importance of th@arikramaand consequently of this Journal. Following are the five
remarkable aspects of theaiféavaspiritual process that we have experienced on tRarikrama

1. Glories of Guru
Without the mercy of Guru we cannot advance on our spiritual journey. This is particularly true
when it comes to understanding the true significance Navadvépalhama Without the grace & His
Holiness RomapadaSwami Mahargjawe would neither be introduced to nor be able to attempt to
understand the deep layers of meaning of tldhama and its potencies. His infinite spiritual
understanding that he expertly shares with us using languagedarstandable to us is the bridge
between us and the ocean of mercy thatNavadvépalhama

2. Glories of the Navadvépalhama
The glories of Navadvépalhdma are unlimited. In Cré Navadvépalhdma Mahatmya by Créla
Bhaktivinoda Ohdkura he s ay s, emigolss readed tby EorBcahmado not know the
unlimited glories of Navadvépanaéoala so who can possibly describe thahamafully? Since the
thousandmouthed Cefi@annot describe it completely, how can I, an insignificant living entity, do so?
Even Lod Civacan find no end to the unlimited glories oNavadvépalhdma Nevertheless, the desire
of CréCaitanya Mahdaprabhus powerful, and according to His wish the devotees have given me an
order. Therefore, by the mercy of the devotees, | hereby descridee gl ori es of Nadi a. »

If Créla Bhaktivinoda Ohakuaims not to be able to describe the glories of tdeamait is obvious
that we cannot hope to fully understand the extent and depth of the gloriesN&vadvépalhama Yet,
how wonderful it is thatis we have actually partaken of this mercy on tlarikraméand can continue
to do so through this Journal!

3. Glories of VaifiéavaAcaryas

The potency ofVaifi€avadcaryasto inspire and empower us in our spiritual journey is unlimited.
They have not onlywalked the path before us but also have hearts filled with unlimited compassion
for us and are ever ready to help us advance in our journey back to Godhead. OrPtrkramg we
were incredibly fortunate to be in places where the vibrations of transcen@¢rdevotion and
powerful sddhanaof greatVaifiéavadcaryasare still abound. Hearing sincerelyabout our illustrious
acaryaq Créla Bhaktivinoda Ohakurgréla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvaté Ohak@réla Gaurakicora dasa
Babajé MahargjaCré Jagannatha déBabajé Mahargjand others) and their incrediblesddhanaand




asking humbly for their blessings, how could we not be inspired to continue on with renewed
determination?

4. Glories of association with devotees
The loving association o¥/aifiéavadevotees wa also made possible by tHearikramé In the presence
of our fellow seekers we tangibly receive the
like desire trees as | once again discovered on Bagikramain a very personal experience. Mydagrly
parents had joined me ifMNavadvépalhamafor the duration of the Parikramaand it was my desire
that they join the devotees and experience at least part of Berikraméa On the second day, the day
that there was to be an afternoon trip crossing Ma&hGanges my parents decided to join. My father
has trouble walking and | was concerned about how my mother and | would be able to get him on the
boat from the steep and slippery river bank. Yet, when the moment came for my father to get on the
boat, an anazing thing happened. Countless devotees supported my father on the slippery banks and
literally carried him into the boat and the same thing happened when it was time to get off on the
other bank and then again on the crossing back from the other sideddhat afternoon. With great
force the realization dawned on me that | was seeing the transcendental power of the mercy of the
devotees in action just as my father was carried into the boat and then across the river (something
my mother and | could nd have done) so also in the association of devotees and by their mercy we
will be carried across the ocean of material existence, of this there need be no doubt.

5. Importance of selfendeavor
Though the Parikramawas arranged to be so comfortable for by the devotees who so lovingly
organized it, yetdue to its very naturdt was an austerity as compared to our daily life. TRarikraméa
took us out of our daily material comforts and into a new material and spiritual consciousness. May
we remember thesausterities that seemed so easy to achieve indhéma in our dayto-day life and
continue to endeavor seriously even as we call for the descending mercy of Guru and the Lord.

And finally, may reading the account of the experience of tRarikramahelp us all taste the nectar
and move forward towards the goal with resolute strength and determination.

All glories to Their LordshipsCréCaitanyaMahaprabhy CréNitydnandaPrabhu and Their Associates!
All glories to Navadvépalhamd All glories to His Holiness Romapad8wamiMahéaraja

HareKaried
Your humble servant,
Virajita
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°] aspire to see, in the company of | oving devot
By Créla Bhaktivinoda Ohakura (Caraéagati 31.3)

By a great stroke of good fortune coming into our life through the métisyHidliness Romapada Swami
Mahéaraja, we were in Cré Dhama Mayapur. Our day started with attending Maigtlat Candrodaya
temple. We took laeartfeltdarcan of the most merciful Deities of Cré Cré REtavawith afiéessakhés,
CréPaicatattvaand CrélasiahadevaWe prayed to Them for Their mercy, so that we can utilize this rare
opportunity of visiting the holy dhdma to deepen our connectiornuwghiotual master.

With our hearts filled with the anticipation of a memorable yatra, we boarded our buses to go to the first
place of visit ©° Y g g & a ktha maqst sacred place, where Lord Caitanya appeared and displayed His
childhood pastimes.

1.1 Yogapéotha

At 7:15 am, we reached YegmebhaAs we entered on theft side there was a small temple Créla
Bhaktivinoda Ohé&kura, with the following Deities presiding three different altars.



V?F:gu%?il;(/zr;ﬁj T;E;ﬁ;apﬁ?ylg Cré @ Radhavadhava Cré Paicaattva
As we walked a little ahead, we saw a lyibeanchedheem tree and a room to its right. This room housed

the ckities of Jagannatha Micra anathker Cacgholding little Nimai orher lap. It was herethat Lord

Caitanya @pearedIn another structure behind this room, there were twolijaa , VaddhaCiva and
Gopégvargiva.Lord Civa likes to serve Mah&prabhu and devberesssist Lord Civa in his service to
Mahaprabhu. As we walked around, we saw throngs of pléagé growing in the compound. A little
distance ahead was tBamadhimandir ofCrématBhagavatéevéthe wife of Créla Bhaktivinoda Ohakura

and the mother of Créla Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvaté Ohakura. There was another temple where we took
dargana of @ Cré Gaw@adadhara and Lodasiahadeva

Pl ace of Lord Cai Jagannatha Micra and Mothegacéolding Nimai

Créla Prabhupada mentions in Crémad Bhagavatam 2.9.16 thpgéfi@dma particular place where the

Lord is in audience tdis eternal devotees. One can hardly imagine the ecstasy of our acaryas when they
visit yogapédha; but our material senses required transcendental sound vibrations to perceive the divinity of
the place and recognize our great fortune. So with great teaswewe waited for Maharéja to speak.

Yogapéobha the epicenter of Navadvépa maéoala
His Holiness Romapada Swami Mahéaraja describadra bhimi is the cintamaéi (touch stone) that
has the potency to grant one residence in Goloka Vandavana. It is 188snin circumference) and is
in the shape of a lotus with 108 petals. The center of this bhiimi, Navadvépa maéodala (32 miles in
circumference) is like a lotus with 8 petals. Each petal represents a particular feature of devotional
service @escribed belgwThe epicenter of Navadvépa maéodala is Antardvépa, which is 3 miles in
circumference. Antardvépa is like the corolla of the lotus.

-10-



