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Introduction  

(By Her Grace Virajita Mataji) 
Dear Devotees, 
 
Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to His Holiness Romapäda Swami Mahäräja and His 
Divine Grace Çréla Prabhupäda! 
 
It is my great good-fortune that, although wholly unqualified, I have been invited to say a few words 
of introduction to the Mäyäpur Journal. The Mäyäpur Journal is a sublime effort by many devotees 
working in concert before, during, and after the Mäyäpur Parikramä 2008 conducted by His Holiness 
Romapäda Swami Mahäräja, to share the nectar of experience from the Parikramä for the benefit of 
devotees in general.  While the journal is intended to bring alive the experiences of the Parikramä for 
those who were not physically present there, those of us who had the good fortune to participate in 
the Parikramä can also relive the special experience through the Journal½s pages. Many thoughts come 
to mind as to the importance of the Parikramä and consequently of this Journal. Following are the five 
remarkable aspects of the Vaiñëava spiritual process that we have experienced on the Parikramä: 
 

1. Glories of Guru 
Without the mercy of Guru we cannot advance on our spiritual journey. This is particularly true 
when it comes to understanding the true significance of Navadvépa-dhäma. Without the grace of His 
Holiness Romapäda Swami Mahäräja we would neither be introduced to nor be able to attempt to 
understand the deep layers of meaning of the dhäma and its potencies.  His infinite spiritual 
understanding that he expertly shares with us using language understandable to us is the bridge 
between us and the ocean of mercy that is Navadvépa-dhäma. 
 

2. Glories of the Navadvépa-dhäma 
The glories of Navadvépa-dhäma are unlimited. In Çré Navadvépa-dhäma Mähätmya by Çréla 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, he says, ºEven the demigods headed by Lord Brahmä do not know the 
unlimited glories of Navadvépa-maëòala, so who can possibly describe that dhäma fully?  Since the 
thousand-mouthed Çeña cannot describe it completely, how can I, an insignificant living entity, do so?  
Even Lord Çiva can find no end to the unlimited glories of Navadvépa-dhäma.  Nevertheless, the desire 
of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is powerful, and according to His wish the devotees have given me an 
order.  Therefore, by the mercy of the devotees, I hereby describe the glories of Nadia.»   
 
If Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura claims not to be able to describe the glories of the dhäma it is obvious 
that we cannot hope to fully understand the extent and depth of the glories of Navadvépa-dhäma. Yet, 
how wonderful it is that is we have actually partaken of this mercy on the Parikramä and can continue 
to do so through this Journal! 
 

3. Glories of Vaiñëava Äcäryas 
The potency of Vaiñëava äcäryas to inspire and empower us in our spiritual journey is unlimited.  
They have not only walked the path before us but also have hearts filled with unlimited compassion 
for us and are ever ready to help us advance in our journey back to Godhead. On the Parikramä, we 
were incredibly fortunate to be in places where the vibrations of transcendental devotion and 
powerful sädhana of great Vaiñëava äcäryas are still abound.  Hearing sincerely about our illustrious 
äcäryas (Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, Çréla Gaurakiçora däsa 
Bäbäjé Mahäräja, Çré Jagannätha däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja and others) and their incredible sädhana and 
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asking humbly for their blessings, how could we not be inspired to continue on with renewed 
determination? 
 

4. Glories of association with devotees 
The loving association of Vaiñëava devotees was also made possible by the Parikramä.  In the presence 
of our fellow seekers we tangibly receive the Lord½s mercy on the spiritual journey. The devotees are 
like desire trees as I once again discovered on the Parikramä in a very personal experience. My elderly 
parents had joined me in Navadvépa-dhäma for the duration of the Parikramä and it was my desire 
that they join the devotees and experience at least part of the Parikramä. On the second day, the day 
that there was to be an afternoon trip crossing Mother Ganges my parents decided to join. My father 
has trouble walking and I was concerned about how my mother and I would be able to get him on the 
boat from the steep and slippery river bank. Yet, when the moment came for my father to get on the 
boat, an amazing thing happened.  Countless devotees supported my father on the slippery banks and 
literally carried him into the boat and the same thing happened when it was time to get off on the 
other bank and then again on the crossing back from the other side later that afternoon.  With great 
force the realization dawned on me that I was seeing the transcendental power of the mercy of the 
devotees in action ̧ just as my father was carried into the boat and then across the river (something 
my mother and I could not have done) so also in the association of devotees and by their mercy we 
will be carried across the ocean of material existence, of this there need be no doubt. 
 

5. Importance of self-endeavor 
Though the Parikramä was arranged to be so comfortable for us by the devotees who so lovingly 
organized it, yet due to its very nature it was an austerity as compared to our daily life. The Parikramä 
took us out of our daily material comforts and into a new material and spiritual consciousness. May 
we remember these austerities that seemed so easy to achieve in the dhäma, in our day-to-day life and 
continue to endeavor seriously even as we call for the descending mercy of Guru and the Lord. 
 
And finally, may reading the account of the experience of the Parikramä help us all taste the nectar 
and move forward towards the goal with resolute strength and determination. 
 
All glories to Their Lordships Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, Çré Nityänanda Prabhu and Their Associates! 
All glories to Navadvépa-dhäma! All glories to His Holiness Romapäda Swami Mahäräja! 
 
Hare Kåñëa!!  
Your humble servant, 
Virajita 
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Day 1: 1st November 2008, Saturday  

(Yoga-péöha, Çréväsa Aìgana, Jagannätha Mandir, Chand Kazi½s Samódhi, House 
of Muräri Gupta and ër÷la Bhaktisiddhónta Sarasvat÷ îhókura½s Samädhi) 

 
gaur ämära, je-saba sthäne, 

koralo bhramaëa raìge 
se-saba sthäna, heribo ämi, 

praëayi-bhakata-saìge 
 
ºI aspire to see, in the company of loving devotees, all the places visited by Caitanya Mahóprabhu.» 

By Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura (Çaraëägati 31.3) 
 

 
Çré Çré Rädhä Mädhava 

 
By a great stroke of good fortune coming into our life through the mercy of His Holiness Romapäda Swami 
Mahäräja, we were in Çré Dhäma Mäyäpur. Our day started with attending Maìgala-ärati at Candrodaya 
temple. We took a heartfelt darçan of the most merciful Deities of Çré Çré Rädhä Mädhava with añöa-sakhés, 
Çré Païca-tattva and Çré Nåsiàhadeva. We prayed to Them for Their mercy, so that we can utilize this rare 
opportunity of visiting the holy dhäma to deepen our connection with our spiritual master.  
 
With our hearts filled with the anticipation of a memorable yäträ, we boarded our buses to go to the first 
place of visit ¹ ºYogap̧÷ăha», the most sacred place, where Lord Caitanya appeared and displayed His 
childhood pastimes. 
 
1.1 Yoga-péöha  
 

At 7:15 am, we reached Yoga-péöha. As we entered on the left side there was a small temple of Çréla 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, with the following Deities presiding three different altars. 
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As we walked a little ahead, we saw a widely branched neem tree and a room to its right. This room housed 
the deities of Jagannätha Miçra and Mother Çacé, holding little Nimäi on her lap. It was here that Lord 
Caitanya appeared. In another structure behind this room, there were two Çiva liìgas  ̧Våddha Çiva and 
Gopéçvara Çiva. Lord Çiva likes to serve Mahäprabhu and devotees here assist Lord Çiva in his service to 
Mahäprabhu. As we walked around, we saw throngs of tulasé plants growing in the compound. A little 
distance ahead was the Samädhi mandir of Çrématé Bhagavaté devé, the wife of Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura 
and the mother of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura. There was another temple where we took 
darçana of Çré Çré Gaura-Gadädhara and Lord Nåsiàhadeva.  
 

  
Place of Lord Caitanya½s birth Jagannätha Miçra and Mother Çacé holding Nimäi 

 
Çréla Prabhupäda mentions in Çrémad Bhägavatam 2.9.16 that yoga-péöha is a particular place where the 
Lord is in audience to His eternal devotees. One can hardly imagine the ecstasy of our äcäryas when they 
visit yoga-péöha; but our material senses required transcendental sound vibrations to perceive the divinity of 
the place and recognize our great fortune. So with great earnestness we waited for Mahäräja to speak.  
 

Yoga-péöha ̧ the epicenter of Navadvépa maëòala 
His Holiness Romapäda Swami Mahäräja described, Gaura bhümi is the cintämaëi (touch stone) that 
has the potency to grant one residence in Goloka Våndävana. It is 168 miles (in circumference) and is 
in the shape of a lotus with 108 petals. The center of this bhümi, Navadvépa maëòala (32 miles in 
circumference) is like a lotus with 8 petals. Each petal represents a particular feature of devotional 
service (described below). The epicenter of Navadvépa maëòala is Antardvépa, which is 3 miles in 
circumference. Antardvépa is like the corolla of the lotus.   

   
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, 

Viñëupriyä and Lakñmépriyä Çré Çré Rädhä-Mädhava Çré Païca-tattva 


